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Critical discourse analysis of U.S. President Bush's 2004 State of the Union address
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Unless you act, the unfair tax on marriage will go back up. Unless you act, millions of
families will be charged $300 more in federal taxes for every child. Unless you act, the
death tax will eventually come back to life. Unles you act, Americans face atax increase.
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The key provisions of the Patriot Act are set to expire next year. The terrorist threat
will not expire on that schedule.
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Different threats require different strategies.
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We can go forward with confidence and resolve or we can turn back to the dangerous
illusion that terrorists are not plotting and outlaw regimes are no threat to us. We can
press on with economic growth, and reforms in education and Medicare, or we can turn
back to the old policies and divisions.
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As part of the offensive against terror, we are also confronting the regimes that harbor
and support terrorists, and could supply them with nuclear, chemical, or biological

weapons.
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Last January, Irag's only law was the whim of one brutal man...As democracy takes
hold in Iraq, the enemies of freedom will do al in their power to spread violcence and
fear. They are trying to shake the will of our country and our friends but the United
States of America will never be intimidated by thugs and assassins. The killers will fail
and the Iragi people will livein freedom.
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someone who uses violence such as bombing, shooting etc. to obtain political demands

O000OOterrorist 00D OOO0OODOO terror O New Oxford Dictionary of
English, 19980 O

“ extreme fear; the use of such fear to intimidate people, especially for political
reasons’

000000000 terror 00000000000 terrere 0 A Concise
Etymological Dictionary of the English Language, 19780 O

“ to scare, make afraid, orig. to tremble”
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We also hear doubts that democracy is a realistic goal for the greater Middle East,
where freedom is rare...As long as the Middle East remains a place of tyranny, despair
and anger, it will continue to produce men and movements that threaten the safety of
America and other friends. So Americais pursuing a forward strategy of freedom in the
Greater Middle East.
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In challenge, we rediscovered the courage and daring of afree people.
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By bringing hope to the oppressed and delivering justice to the violent, they
O American servicemen and womend are making America more secure.
...one by one, we will bring these terrorists to justic
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| believe that God has planted in every heart the desire to live in freedom.
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The same moral tradition that defines marriage also teaches that each individua has
dignity and valuein God's sight.
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Religious charities of every creed are doing some of the most vital work in our country,
mentoring children, feeding the hungry, taking the hand of the lonely. Yet government
has often denied social service grants and contracts to these groups, just because they

have a cross or Star of David or acrescent on the wall.
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Americathis evening is anation called to great responsibilities.
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...yet we understand our special calling: This great Republic will lead the cause of
freedom.

gobooooboooobooobooboboooboooboobobooono
gbogobobobooooooooobooboboboboboooboobooobgn

—166—



go0oooooooz040000000000000000

OO00O0O0 mssonO0O0O0O0O0O0O00oOoooooog

America is a nation with a mission, and that mission comes from our most basic
beliefs.
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“ If there is anything you know, | Ashley Pearson age 10 can do to help anyone, please
send me aletter and tell me what | can do to save our country.”
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Study hard in school, listen to your mom and dad, help someone in need, and when you
and your friends see aman or woman in uniform, say“ thank you.”
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Some critics have said our duties in Irag must be internationalized. This particular
criticism is hard to explain to our partners in Britain, Australia, Japan, South Korea, the
Philippines, Thailand, Italy, Spain, Poland, Denmark, Hungary, Bulgaria, Ukraine,
Romania, the Netherlands, Norway, El Salvador, and the 17 other countries that have
committed troops to lag. As we debate at home, we must never ignore the vital
contributions of our international partners, or dismiss their sacrifices.
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From the beginning, America has sought international support for operations in
Afghanistan and Irag, and we have gained much support. There is a difference, however,
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between leading a coalition of many nations, and submitting to the objections of a few.
Americawill never seek apermission slip to defend the security of our country.
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As part of the offensive against terror, we are also confronting the regimes that harbor
and support terrorists, and could supply them with nuclear, chemical, or biological
weapons. The United States and our allies are determined: We refuse to live in the
shadow of this ultimate danger.

Since we last met in this chamber, combat forces of the United States, Great Britain,
Australia, Poland and other countries enforced the demands of the United Nations, ended

the rule of Saddam Hussein and the people of Iraq are free.
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Some in this chamber, and in our country, did not support the liberation of Iraqg.
Objections to war often come from principled motives. But let us be candid about the
consequences of leaving Saddam Hussein in power. We are seeking al the facts. Already
the Kay Report identified dozens of weapons of mass destruction-related programs
activities and significant amounts of equipment that Iraq concealed from the United
Nations. Had we failed to act, the dictator's weapons of mass destruction programs would

continue to this day.

0000000000 The Washington Post, The New York Times, 0 O O The
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Batterd by charges that he hyped the issue of Iragi weapons of mass destruction, Bush
tried a bit of rhetorical judo. Because he made good on the ultimatum to Saddam
Hussein, he asserted,” no one can now doubt the word of America.”

O0000000D0ODO0OO Irag asOne Milestone on Global War on Terror[
0000000000000 00000000000000000D000O0
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“ He completely shirked any responsibility for misudging the Iragi WMD program,”
said Joseph Circinciione, director-of the non-proliferation programs at the Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace.
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This year, Mr. Bush only briefly mentioned the continuing search by David Kay, the
chief American weapons inspector in Irag, but did not promise, as he has in the past that
Mr. Hussein's weapons would eventually be found.
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Last year, hed President Bush[] dramatically laid out his case against Mr. Hussein on
the eve of war, citing what later turned out to be sharply disputed; British intelligence
that Irag had tried to buy uranium from Africa and the threat of chemical and biological
weapons that inspectors have yet to find
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After more than two years witout an attack on American soil, he said,” it istempting to
believe the danger is behind us’. Tempting to whom? Mr. Bush's critics tend to point in
the opposite direction; that Irag has taken our eyes off the terrorism ball; that the
Pentagon-led occupation has bungled in the postwar period; and that an optiona war
about non-existant weapons may have strengthened jihadis who want to take on the west.
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On an issue of such great consequences, the people's voice must be heard. If judges
insist on forcing their arbitrary will upon the people, the only alternative left to the
people would be the constitutional process. Our nation must defend the sanctity of
marriage.
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A leading supporter of the amendment, the Family Research Council, complained that
he should have called for action now.
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the bow to a constitutional amendment against gay marriage was the most
disheartening
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The Family Research Counciol, aleading group of social conservatives, indicated some
disappointment that he had not gone further.

Cheryl Jacques, president of the Human Rights Campaign, a gay political organization,
said she was distressed to hear Mr. Bush suggest that he would support a constitutional
amendment.“ In more than 200 years of American history,” Ms. Jacques said,” it has
never been necessary to use the constitution to deny basic rights.”
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As part of his pre-campaign platform, the president attacked recent court decisions
upholding gay rights and marriages, and threatened a constitutional amendment to
“ defend the sanctity of marriage” unless* activist judges’ stop redefining its meaning
by court order. That will play well with Mr. Bush's Christian fundamentalists followers-
but it could turn into one of the most divisive issues of al.
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Bush has heard what the Democrats have been saying about him in lowa, New
Hampshire and elsewhere: that the war on terrorism is lagging, that he has squandered
international goodwill with his actions in Irag, that he misled the public into war, that his
tax cuts have plunged the country into deficit, that he has failed to deliver education
reform, that he has put millions out of work, and so on.
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frank about their desire to confine the speech, as much as possible, to topics where
Bush is either broadly popular or believes he can win support.
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